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For Immediate Release:

June 17, 2015

EXPORT TRAILBLAZERS RECOGNIZED
TORONTO, ON – Joy Nott, President & CEO, I.E.Canada (The Canadian Association of Importers & Exporters), is this year’s recipient of the JoAnna Townsend Excellence Award for Leadership in International Trade, presented at the Organization of Women in International Trade (OWIT) – Toronto Annual Awards Gala. The award recognizes an outstanding woman in Ontario who, through her business and personal networks, creates opportunities to actively support Canadian women-owned businesses in expanding globally and succeeding in the international marketplace. Nott has been a long time supporter of international trade in general, and of women in the field of international trade in particular. Her achievements in the field of international trade are widely recognized by both industry and government, who often rely on her expertise, and throughout her career, she has actively given of her time and expertise to other women in the field of international trade, serving as a mentor to many.  
“International trade continues to be a fascinating and challenging career and OWIT has been a part of my career for the past seven years...and always a place where I know I will find other women who, like me, have a passion for international trade," says Nott. "The diversity and breadth of experience that OWIT members offer each other is impressive. To be recognized by fellow businesswomen with this award is a career milestone for me. Given who has won the award in the past, I am honoured to be included in that group of impressive and noteworthy Canadian women.” 

Kathy Cheng, Founder and President, WS & Co./Redwood Classics Apparel, clinched OWIT-Toronto’s Woman Exporter of the Year Award, which recognizes an Ontario woman entrepreneur who exports to more than one international market and advances the image of Canadian women in the international business community. Cheng’s company specializes in private label apparel manufacturing for refined global brands and is one of Canada's few full service, vertically integrated apparel manufacturers, proudly producing on Canadian soil. 

"It's an honour and a privilege to be recognized by OWIT,” says Cheng. “Alignment with this organization, its network and educational programs positions us for greater trade opportunities on an international scale. As we aim to expand our global division, OWIT's recognition will further our mandate to keep Canada – and its female leaders – on the international manufacturing stage."

Another evening highlight was the presentation of the OWIT International Woman of the Year Award to Alma Farias. Every year since 1995, the organization – which has over 20 chapters around the world – has recognized women leaders in international trade and business from around the world. Farias, OWIT-Toronto Co-President, is the owner of Trade Partners and the Ontario Representative for TFO (Trade Facilitation Office) Canada and a previous winner of the JoAnna Townsend Award. “It is a great honour to receive this award,” says Farias.  “I joined OWIT Toronto 12 years ago and the experience has been fabulous; through OWIT, I  have gained an impressive network of colleagues in the International Trade sector in Canada and abroad who help me to grow personally and professionally every day.” 

Keynote speaker was Dr. Jacqueline Shan, a noted Canadian entrepreneur and accomplished scientist. In 2012, she founded Afinity Life Sciences Inc., which develops  natural health products. Previously, Dr. Shan was co-founder of Afexa Life Sciences Inc., makers of the best-selling cold remedy, COLD-FX®. She shared her entrepreneurial journey from coming to Canada from Hong Kong with virtually nothing to selling Afexa for millions to a giant global pharma.  
The 11th Annual Gala Dinner & Awards Program was sponsored by Scotiabank, TELUS, Bennett Jones, Cassels Brock, Hodgson Russ and Jewels4Ever.
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About OWIT

OWIT-Toronto (The Organization of Women in International Trade-Toronto www.owit-toronto.ca)  is part of an international non-profit professional organization with chapters around the world (www.owit.org) , dedicated to advancing global trade opportunities for women. There is also a Canadian chapter in Ottawa (www.owit-ottawa.ca).
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